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Concept Analysis Protocol


The purpose of the concept analysis is to generate or revise a nursing diagnosis.  The finished product will include a recommendation for a diagnosis label, definition, defining characteristics, and related factors or risk factors that reflect all dimensions of a concept (diagnosis).  The following protocol will assist in proceeding through the concept analysis process manner. **

A.
Step 1--Identify key literature related to this concept. Include these journals in your literature search: Nursing Research, Research in Nursing and Health, Western Journal of Nursing Research, Image, the Journal of Nursing Scholarship, The Journal of Nursing Language Classification, and Advances in Nursing Science. Add journals from the literature of other journals as needed. Select empirical or data based articles whenever they are available.


[  ]  1.  Select 5-10 key sources that represent both conceptual and empirical bases.


[  ]  2.  Complete a Diagnosis Source Rating Tool for each source.

B.
Step 2--Develop a preliminary conceptual definition.  If you are refining an existing NANDA diagnosis, you can use the NANDA definition or one of your own.

Concept________________________________________________________________

Definition_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

C.
Step 3--Critically analyze the elements of the concept identified in the literature and in NANDA (if revising a concept).  

[  ]  1.  List all elements of the concept on the Concept Analysis Worksheet (one worksheet for each literature source).  These elements include the conceptual definition, synonyms and definitions, related factors or risk factors, and defining characteristics.

[  ]  2.  List related concepts and definitions on the Concept Analysis Worksheet.

D.
Step 4--Develop a conceptual definition.

[  ]  1.  Select those parts of the conceptual definitions that are consistently present in the literature sources (critical elements) to revise the preliminary definition.

[  ]  2.  Begin to construct a conceptual map (an outline, table, or diagram) to represent the critical elements of the definition.

[  ]  3.  Evaluate the revised conceptual definition by answering the following questions:

	a.   Is the definition too complex (needs to be divided)?
	Y  N

	b.   Are any elements of the definition missing?
	Y  N

	c.   Does the definition describe the complete meaning of the concept?
	Y  N

	d.   Is the definition as a whole internally consistent with the concept?
	Y  N

	e.   Is the definition clear and simple?
	Y  N

	f.   Does the definition refer to all defining characteristics included with the   concept?
	Y  N

	g.  Does the definition differ from or exclude the related concepts and definitions?
	Y  N


[  ]  4.  Update the preliminary conceptual definition.

E.
Step 5--Develop defining characteristics for the concept.

[  ]  1.  Remove redundancies in lists of defining characteristics between the sources.

[  ]  2.  Cluster the defining characteristics if too numerous.

[  ]  3.  Obtain additional sources if the list is too short.

[  ]  4.  Evaluate the defining characteristics by answering the following questions:

	a.   Are the defining characteristics precise?
	Y  N

	b.   Is their congruency between the diagnosis, related factors, and

       defining characteristics?
	Y  N



	c.   Are the terms used in a consistent manner?
	Y  N

	d.   Are the elements inclusive, representing all dimensions of the concept?
	Y  N

	e.   Are the defining characteristics measurable (observable and verifiable)?
	Y  N

	f.   Are the terms sensitive and useful for nursing?
	Y  N



[  ]  5.  Review and update the conceptual definition as needed.


[  ]  6.  Add defining characteristics to the conceptual map.

F.
Step 6--Develop related factors or risk factors for the concept.

[  ]  1.  Remove redundancies in lists of related factors/risk factors between the sources.

[  ]  2.  Cluster the related factors/risk factors if too numerous.

[  ]  3.  Obtain additional sources if the list is too short.

[  ]  4.  Evaluate the related factors/risk factors by answering the following questions:

	a.   Are the related factors/risk factors precise?
	Y  N

	b.   Is their congruency between the diagnosis, related factors/risk factors, and defining characteristics?
	Y  N



	c.   Are the terms used in a consistent manner?
	Y  N

	d.   Are the elements inclusive, representing all dimensions of the concept?
	Y  N

	e.   Are the terms sensitive and useful for nursing?
	Y  N

	
	



[  ]  5.  Review and update the conceptual definition as needed.


[  ]  6.  Add the related factors or risk factors to the conceptual map.

G.
Step 7--Develop a label for the diagnosis definition.  The label is a noun phrase that concisely summarizes the conceptual definition.


[  ]  1.  Evaluate the label by answering the following questions:
	a.   Is the label a 2-4-word phrase?
	Y  N

	b.  Does the label consist of a non-evaluative descriptive noun followed by an accepted NANDA noun qualifier?
	Y  N

	c.   Is the label precise?
	Y  N

	d.   Is the label concise?
	Y  N

	e.   Is the label clear?
	Y  N

	f.   Is the label non-synonymous?
	Y  N

	g.   Is the label reliable?
	Y  N

	h.   Is the label meaningful?
	Y  N

	i.   Is the label clinically useful?
	Y  N


H.
Step 8--Connect the related factors to the new diagnosis label, then add the defining characteristics associated with that label/related factor combination.

[   ]  1.  Create distinct labels by associating each related factor to the diagnosis label.

[   ]  2.  Connect the defining characteristics or clusters of defining characteristics associated with each label/related factor combination created in 8.1.
I.
Step 9--Recommend the revised or developed nursing diagnosis to the NANDA DRC using the forms found under “Submission.”

[  ]  1.  Submit a Completed Concept Analysis Form.


[  ]  2.  Submit the supporting documentation.



a.  An NDEC Concept Analysis Worksheet for each literature source.



b.  A Diagnosis Source Rating Tool for each literature source.

c. A conceptual map, if applicable.

*Members of the NDEC research team are co-principal investigators Martha Craft-Rosenberg, Connie Delaney, and Janice Denehy. Investigators include JoAnn Chapman, June Clark, Mary Clarke, Judith Collins, Carolyn Crowell, Mary Pat Donahue, Orpha Glick, Cyd Grafft, Joseph Greiner, Meridean Maas, Leslie Marshall, Sandra Powell, Colleen Prophet, Jean Reese, Lavonne Ruther, Deborah Schoenfelder, Lucina Sheehy, and Janet Specht.

** Clark, J., Craft-Rosenberg, M., Delaney, C. (2000). An international methodology to describe clinical nursing phenomena: a team approach. International Journal of Nursing Studies, 37, 541-553.

